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M E D I A   R E L E A S E

7 May 2009
Biological breakfasts leave landcarers hungry for more
Landcare groups are enjoying the opportunity to learn about the concepts of biological farming over their breakfast. Landcare Queensland in partnership with Ausmin Australia has introduced the opportunity for landcare groups to host a biological farming seminar in their local area. 
The biological farming seminars are based around Ausmin’s Smart Farming program and are intended to be an introduction to the concepts of biological farming. Topics covered include the use of biological fertilisers as well as the four steps of Ausmin’s Smart Farming program; test the soil, balance the soil, stimulate the biology and balance the plant.

David Hardwick of Ausmin Australia, a well respected leader in biological farming practices has develop the Smart Farming program focused on the concepts of biological farming to improve the profitability of farming operations by working with the natural processes of soil, improving the management of inputs, creating healthy soils and understanding practices that may negatively impact soil health. 

“Several Landcare groups including Beaudesert, Granite Borders & Stanthorpe, North East Downs and Chinchilla have already hosted biological farming seminars over breakfast,” said Landcare Queensland’s Manager Chloe Tanner.   
“We received over 60 RSVP’s for the Stanthorpe breakfast alone. In the changing environmental and economic climate there is a hunger for information about new approaches to farming methods within the agricultural community.
“Thanks to Ausmin, the smart farming breakfast seminars offer landcare groups a real opportunity to provide relevant information to their network in order for them to work towards more sustainable and cost effective farming practices,” Miss Tanner said. 
Ausmin Australia have committed $1 from every tonne of biological fertiliser sold in Queensland over the next two years to Landcare Queensland for education and capacity building events for the landcare network. 
Miss Tanner said support from businesses such as Ausmin is becoming more and more important as government funding programs continue to change and support for the landcare network becomes uncertain.
“Working with Ausmin and other corporate partners has allowed us to develop programs and support mechanisms for the landcare network that are beneficial to both our partners and the sustainable outcomes we are trying to achieve.

“Landcare groups continue to address local issues with local solutions and while aligning with federal, state and regional priorities is imperative, we will strive to seek outside investment in order to support these activities where traditional funding sources may not be available,” she said.  
The biological farming seminars allow landcarers to learn more about healthy soil ecosystems and how to maintain and improve soil biology. If this information would be valuable to your landcare group contact Landcare Queensland on 3211 4413 or chloe@landcare.org.au to find out more and register to host a biological farming seminar in your local area. 

Media enquiries to Landcare Queensland, 07 3211 4413.
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