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M E D I A   R E L E A S E

10 June 2009
Landcare leaders praise Australian Government support for facilitators

Landcare leaders across Queensland today praised the Australian Government’s decision to extend the national network of landcare facilitators.

Chair Landcare Queensland, Geoff Penton said the network was crucial to the ongoing development of regional sustainability programs across the country.

“We know that to change behaviour on the land, we actually need people there, talking to farmers, helping them make decisions, helping them interpret data.”

“We cannot run natural resource management programs without this crucial network of on-ground staff,” Penton said.

The announcement by Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Tony Bourke has come at a time of great change for landcare groups as they struggle with changes to the funding of onground projects at the same time that issues like climate change and regional employment become even more crucial.

Penton, who was one of Queensland’s first landcare facilitators in the 1980’s said that landcare has built a reputation as a tool for bridging the gap between conservation and production.

“Landcare was actually started by a unique partnership between the National Farmers Federation and the Australian Conservation Foundation,” Penton said.

“Now, more than 20 years later, there are more than 3000 landcare groups across the country, being run by volunteers who are passionate about looking after their land.”

“Landcare groups are working on things like soil conservation, adapting to climate change; using satellite imagery to better manage properties, educating a new generation of farmers, helping women learn about natural resources, supporting Indigenous land management projects and much, much more.”

“We simply cannot do this work without the ongoing support of the Australian Government and we welcome this latest announcement to continue the network of Landcare Coordinators in regional locations,” Penton said.

Geoff Penton, Chair Landcare Queensland is available for interview. Contact Geoff on 0408 871 978.

Chloe Tanner, Manager Landcare Queensland is available for interview by calling 0447 306 331.  
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